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Abstract

The Apostle Paul s View of the Ministry focused on
Colossians 1:24-29

Prof, Dr, YoungHyo Im

The ministry was a topic that was dear to the heart of the
apostle Paul, and it was a frequent theme in his letters toward
churches. He never lost the sense of wonder that God called
him to the ministry.

Generally the methods of the ministry assume the various
forms according to the times and circumstances, but the principles
of the ministry is never changed, and are given unchangeable
rules which could be applicable to every time and every situation.
Thus the ministry of God always set up on the basic principles.

Especially, the Epistle to the Colossians was a missionary
letter which was sent to the church of Colosse built by Epaphras,
who was reared by the apostle Paul. In this Epistle from 1:24
to 1:29 the apostle Paul mentions the specific 10 elements of
the church ministry.

The principles of ministry in this letter will be especially
profitable for those who are in the professional ministry, but
also it will be equally helpful for every sincere believer, for

we are all called to the ministry.



Accordingly, in this paper the basis of the ministry, the spirit
of the ministry, the suffering of the ministry, the scope of the
ministry, the subject of the ministry, the content and style of
the ministry, the purpose of the ministry, and the source and
attitude of the ministry will be consulted according to the text.

As the apostle Paul did, all the called Christians in this age
are living with the mission of the ministry the Lord Jesus has
given us. So the specific 10 elements of the ministry which
the text of this Epistle shows should apply to all the contemporary
Christians.

In the field of our ministry like the apostle Paul the fruit
of the ministry will be produced abundantly, when we become
to act according to the exhortation of the apostle Paul, that is,
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or
seen in me - put it into practice. And the God of peace will
be with you”(Php 4:9).

In conclusion, all the Christians who are called by the Lord
should never forget that the ministry of service according to
the mission which was given by the Lord is a wonderful grace
and privilege. Therefore, with the humble attitude and hope like
the apostle Paul, the contemporary Christians should finish the
race contemplating the reward of the Lord, and rejoicing even
the sufferings for the sake of Him.

Keywords | ministry, suffering, servant, glory, mystery,
proclaim, admonishing, teaching
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19) Ralph P. Martin, The New Century Bible Commentary: Colossians and Philemon (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1973), 72.

20) Ben Campbell Johnson, Living Before God: Deepening Our Sense of the Divine Presence
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), 254 <, "alubd o] AAIE A A 8h= 10744 W,
(%1 CUP, 2010), 216.
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21) N. T. Wright, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Colossians and Philemon (United
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22) MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Colossians & Philemon, 19.

23) D. Edmond Hiebert, 1 & 2 Thessalonians (Chicago: Moody Press, 1992), 249.

24) Richard R. Melick, Jr., The New American Commentary: Philippians, Colossians, Philemon
(Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1991), 212.
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25) MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Colossians & Philemon, 79.
; Moo, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Letters to the Colossians and to
Philemon, 160.

26) Melick, Jr., The New American Commentary: Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, 242.
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28) Hendrikson, A Commentary on Colossians & Philemon, 105.
29) MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Colossians & Philemon, 80.
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30) Curtis Vaughan, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Colossians (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1978), 193.
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31) John F. MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Ephesians (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1986), 157-158.
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34) MacArthur, Jr., The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Colossians & Philemon, 81.
35) Peter T. O’brien, Word Biblical Commentary: Colossians, Philemon (Waco, Texas: Word
Books, Publisher, 1982), 90.
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36) Lucas, The Message of Colossians & Philemon, 98.
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